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tendencies and governments both in the West and the East During
the twentieth century, and particularly since the Great War, there
was a great extension of democracy both in the West and in the
East, and in more recent years some of these democracies gave
place to dictatorships, avowed or veiled.

The analysis so far made reveals no cultural traits which are
common to the West but distinguish it from the East, and no traits
which are common to the East but uncommon as between the East
and the West If anything, the similarity is most striking. The
differences are between the past and the present, a function of time,
rather than of area. Similar changes are taking place both in the
East and in the West, though the changes are not simultaneous in
both, nor is the rate of change uniform. There is a lag in time
between the two, as there is a lag between any two parts of the West
or the East, between any two persons of the West or of the East,
and between any two culture traits in the same person.

Professor Willey illustrates another method of approach. "Know-
ing from what part of any culture area individuals come, it can be
predicted within rather definite limits what reactions they will make
in most of their life situations" (Davis and Barnes, Introduction to
Sociology, p. 550). He then proceeds to illustrate the thesis by dis-
cussing how an American born in New England would behave as
compared with a Red Indian. There is something common between
individuals born and bred in New England and that is different from
what is common among Red Indians. Following the same method,
what can be predicted of an Occidental or of an Oriental? Neither
the Orientals nor the Occidentals are homogeneous with respect
to language, nationality, customs and habits, governments or other
cultural traits. It cannot be predicted that the Occidental will be
scientific and the Oriental superstitious: the former may be a
fundamentalist and the latter a scientific researcher. The former is
not necessarily democratic and the latter despotic; the reverse may
be true.

It seems, then, that the narrower the culture-area, the greater the
prospects of its being homogeneous; and the larger the culture-area
the more heterogeneous it is. And the heterogeneity will be even greater